
February 6, 2012 

 A Special Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas, 
Virginia was held at Baldwin Elementary School in Manassas, 
Virginia on the above date with the following present: Mayor 
Harry J. Parrish II, Council Members Marc T. Aveni, Sheryl L. 
Bass, Andrew L. Harrover, J. Steven Randolph and Jonathan L. 
Way; Interim City Manager Patricia Weiler, City Clerk Andrea P. 
Madden, Deputy City Clerk Antoinette M. Elgart, Administrative 
Associate Melody J. Hess, Commissioner of the Revenue John P. 
Grzejka, Community Development Director Elizabeth S. Via-
Gossman, Public Works and Utilities Director Mike C. Moon, 
Deputy Public Works Director Gene Jennings, Utilities Service 
Manager Ana Davis, Refuse and Recycling Coordinator Sue Lhotka, 
Fire and Rescue Chief Brett R. Bowman, Assistant Fire and Rescue 
Chief Wade House, Fire Marshal Frank J. Teevan, Emergency 
Manager Planner Robert Halsall, Police Chief Douglas W. Keen, 
Captain Steve Bamford, Sergeant Eddie Rivera, Crime Prevention 
Specialist Adrienne Helms, Crime Analyst Terri Hines, 
Neighborhood Services Manager Kisha Wilson-Sogunro, Senior 
Property Code Inspector Paul Lynch, Neighborhood Services 
Coordinator Christen Zenich, Housing Manager and Advocate Mickey 
Rhoades, Family Services Director Ronald L. King, Service 
Manager Melanie Trabosh, and Social Worker III Frankie 
Christopher. 
 
 Absent from the meeting was Council Member Mark D. Wolfe. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff 
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda:  Call to Order 
 
 Mayor Parrish called for the Roll Call at 7:36 p.m. and led 
those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 The City Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting 
acknowledged by all Council Members stating that the Special 
Meeting was called for the following purposes: 
 1. As per the attached agenda dated February 6, 2012. 
 2. Other pertinent business for the operation of the 
City. 
 
 Item 3 of the Agenda:  Mayor’s Welcome 
 
 Mayor Parrish and City Council Members welcomed the 
public and City staff to the Town Hall Meeting.  Mayor Parrish 
thanked the Principal of Baldwin Elementary, Dr. Ashley Cramp, 
and Assistant Principal, Mrs. Betty Garry, for allowing the 
City to host their meeting in the school.  All City Council 
Members commented on the great turn-out, encouraged everyone 
to participate in the meeting, and stated they were looking 
forward to hearing the thoughts of citizens. 
 

Mayor Parrish introduced Ms. Pat Weiler as the Interim 
City Manager.  Ms. Weiler has a significant amount of work 
ahead in presenting and completing the FY13 Budget and 
overseeing other City projects. 
 
 Mayor Parrish stated that the City Council will meet in a 
closed session, following Citizens’ Time, to discuss a possible 
City Manager contract. 
 
 Item 4 of the Agenda:  City Manager’s Update 
 

On behalf of all City departments, Ms. Weiler thanked 
citizens for participating in their government and taking the 
time to attend the Town Hall Meeting.  Ms. Weiler stated that 
input from citizens is extremely important to City staff.  Ms. 
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Weiler commented that she and staff are diligently working on 
the FY13 Budget; the City Manager’s Budget will be presented 
on February 27 with a Public Hearing on that Budget scheduled 
for March 12.  The Public Hearing provides citizens with an 
opportunity to express their opinions regarding the budget.  
Ms. Weiler indicated that the complete schedule of meetings, 
including Budget Work Sessions, is available in the back of 
the room for anyone interested in attending a meeting. 

 
Item 5 of the Agenda: School Superintendent’s Update 

 
Dr. Pope reported that the first semester of school has 

ended and the School Board is also working on their FY13 
Budget.  Dr. Pope stated that the Governor’s Proposed Budget 
contains a number of items that could potentially create a 
shortfall in the School’s budget.  The School Board will hold 
its first Work Session on Tuesday, February 7.  Dr. Pope urged 
citizens to lend their voice to the discussion and budgeting 
process.  Dr. Pope stated the School Board’s budget meeting 
schedule is available online and would also be available at 
the various meetings.   
 
 Item 6 of the Agenda:  Citizens’ Time 
 
 Cheryl Roland, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that she appreciated the holiday music in Old Town and asked 
that the Police Department patrol the intersection of 
Wellington and Grant, where the new Walgreens is, as many 
drivers are not coming to a complete stop before making a 
right-hand turn onto Wellington.  Ms. Roland commented on 
traffic near the Manassas Mall, located in Prince William 
County, and asked about additional signage for the Hylton 
Performing Arts Center.  Ms. Roland asked the City Council and 
the Planning Commission to consider approving affordable 
housing and apartment complexes in the City as the cost of 
living is high. 
 

Bruce (last name unknown), a resident of the City of 
Manassas, stated that there has been an increase in commuters 
using the VRE and that the parking garage is consistently 
full.  In addition, the parking lots that require parking 
permits are often at capacity; commuters have begun parking in 
a vacant private lot across from the high school.  A request 
was made to provide additional parking to commuters. 

Mike Moon responded that the upper decks of the parking 
garage will have meters installed and be opened to commuters 
in late March. 
 

Robert Van Den Burg, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
thanked emergency responders for their dedication and quick 
response; Mr. Van Den Burg stated that he was injured in a car 
accident in December 2010 and stated the first responders were 
there quickly.  Mr. Van Den Burg asked if the flags located on 
the property at Prince William Street and Liberty were allowed 
in that zoning district and commented that many flags are 
lying on the ground. 

Ms. Via-Gossman reported that the flags and the number of 
flags are permitted; however, many of the flag poles are 
broken and the flags lying on the ground are considered trash 
at this point.  The property owner has been cited with zoning 
violation and has 30 days to respond to the citation; staff 
continues to watch the property. 
 

Ms. D. Williams, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
asked the City Council what planning has been done to relieve 
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the traffic congestion on Route 28.  Ms. Williams asked about 
possible light synchronization beyond Liberia Avenue (Manassas 
Park, Prince William County, and Fairfax County) and possible 
public transportation up Route 28 to I-66. 
 

Ed Spall, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated that 
many things have changed in Manassas since he was a young man 
growing up in the City, including the airport, the hospital, 
and Old Town.  The school system has also changed; Mr. Spall 
stated that something has to happen to address the current 
issues in the system.  Mr. Spall said he would love to see 
members of the community come forward with ideas and solutions 
that could help improve the school system. 
 

Ellen Purdy, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that a mother of two students in the Manassas Schools informed 
her that they intend to move from the City because of the 
performance of the schools.  Ms. Purdy stated that the 
situation will require a “whole government” solution and 
improvements will not be immediate.  Finally, Ms. Purdy 
commented that there are a lot of smart people with good ideas  
and conversations must be had to solve the problems facing the 
schools and the community. 
 

Jill Grissom, a resident of the City of Manassas and 
teacher at Baldwin Elementary School, welcomed the City 
Council and staff to the school.  Ms. Grissom invited the City 
Council to attend Science and Social Studies Night at Baldwin 
on February 27.  Ms. Grissom stated that the students and 
staff miss having a Student Resource Officer (SRO) in the 
schools and asked the Council to consider funding these 
positions fully in the near future.  Ms. Grissom explained 
that having officers interact with young students builds 
valuable relationships and benefits the entire community. 
 

Michele Samoy, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that citizens are not allowed to participate at Education 
Forward Committee meetings and also asked if School Board 
candidates are allowed to collect signatures in the school 
buildings during school hours.   
 

Bill Thompson, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that the last time the City Council hosted a Town Hall Meeting 
at Baldwin, he asked them to please consider replacing Baldwin 
Elementary School.  Baldwin is an aging structure and has 
significant space limitations.  Mr. Thompson noted that it 
will take many years to replace Baldwin and encouraged the 
Council to work with the School Board to develop a coherent 
plan to replace Baldwin. 
 

A young man with an area Boy Scout Troop stated that he 
is working on his Citizenship in the Community Badge and said 
he is happy to live in a country where citizens can speak with 
their elected officials. 
 

Ed Spall, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked City 
Council to consider volunteering one hour a month to help kids 
at the schools read a book or work on their math skills. 

 
Item 7 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff. 
 
Citizens and City staff engaged in casual and individual 

conversations after Citizens’ Time. 
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 Item 8 of the Agenda:  Consideration of a Motion 
Authorizing a Closed Meeting on Subjects in Accordance with the 
Amended freedom of Information Act. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED that the City Council convene 
in a closed meeting to discuss personnel matters regarding the 
City Manager search process and a potential contract, as 
permitted by Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 Paragraph A (1) for which 
the Virginia Freedom of Information Act permits discussion in a 
closed meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Aveni.  Roll call 
vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, Harrover, Randolph and 
Way.  ABSENT:  Council Member Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Mayor Parrish announced that the Mayor and City Council 
would be included in the discussion regarding the City Manager 
search process. 
 
 Council retired to the closed meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 Item 9 of the Agenda:  Consideration of a Motion 
Certifying That the Closed Meeting was Conducted in Conformity 
with Virginia law. 
 
 Council recessed from the closed meeting at 9:14 p.m. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED that the City Council certify 
that, in the closed meeting just concluded, nothing was 
discussed except the matters specifically identified in the 
motion to convene in closed meeting and lawfully permitted to be 
discussed under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act cited in the motion.  Seconded by Council Member 
Aveni.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, 
Harrover, Randolph and Way.  ABSENT:  Council Member Wolfe.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
 
        
  DATE APPROVED 


